
Prepare Your Home 
for Winter

Brought to you by

Typically, we don't have "cold" winters in Austin. However, after the
winter storm in February 2021, it's best to be prepared. Even in a
dry and warmer winter, freeze or snow can surprise you. We've
prepared a checklist to ensure your home is protected and warm
this winter. 

Checklist



Outdoors

Paint, Caulk, and Seal Exterior Wood1.

You must protect your exterior wood from

the elements. The trim around your exterior

doors and windows is typically a 1-inch thick

pine board that deteriorates quickly if not

protected. Make sure to keep trim painted or

caulked to protect from condensation, ice,

and snow.  

2. Clean Your Gutters

Make sure your gutters don't clog over the

winter. If gutters back up, they will overflow

and speed up the deterioration of your

exterior. 



3. Check Your Trees

Ensure your trees are healthy and

there are no overhanging branches,

especially on or near your roof.

Should there be ice or snow, a dead

tree or low hanging branch could

collapse.

4. Get Your Roof Inspected

A roof inspection will help you spot any

potential issues in case there's ice or snow

this winter. You don't want to find out there's

a leak during a cold winter. 

5. Winterize Water Pipes

Do you have an exposed water pipes in

uninsulated places? This could be in an attic

or exterior walls. Make sure to insulate them

with a minimum of foam insulating sleeves if

expecting a cold front. 



Indoors

Check Your Heating and Air Conditioning
System

1.

Change your filters and get your system inspected by a

reputable HVAC company. You want to make sure there

are no issues prior to frigid temps. 

2. Test Your Smoke and Carbon Monoxide
Detectors

Most fires happen in the winter. If you have a

furnace or fireplace it's even more

important. You're likely to have your homes

more closed up, so carbon monoxide

becomes a greater hazard. 



3. Do a Quick Energy Audit

A professional energy audit is a great

investment to save money on your bills

during the winter when energy use increases.

It's also a great time to check the sealant on

your doors. Make sure no light is coming out.

If there's light you can spray foam insulation

around it. Don't forget the drafty outlets and

light switches. 

4. Ensure Your Attic Remains Critter Free

Your attic is the perfect home for squirrels

and birds when it's cold. These critters can

cause a lot of damage and potential health

problems. Trim trees away from your house

and make sure your gable vents are in place.

Walk around your house and make sure there

are no holes in your soffitt and fascia. 



5. Insulate Your Hot Water Heater and Check
for Cracks

You can buy an insulating blanket at the

hardware store to ensure your hot water

heater works properly throughout winter.

Check for cracks. Chances are you might need

to replace it if you've had it for 10-15 years. 

6. Get an Annual Fireplace Inspection and
Chimney Sweep

If applicable, check your fireplace. Clogged

chimneys can lead to house fires or carbon

monoxide poisoning. If you have a fireplace an

inspection could save your life. 



Staying Warm

Reverse Ceiling Fans for Cold Days1.

Flip the switch to reverse the fan and turn on

the lowest speed to blow warm air down from

the ceiling. 

2. Move Furniture Away From Vents
and Radiators

Make sure you don't block the flow of heat in
a room. With a forced-air system, blocking a
supply or return vent can cause a house-wide
pressure imbalance that disrupts the heat
flow in the whole system. 



Rugs can add extra insulation on

your floors as well as keep your feet

warm! 

3. Add Rugs!

Preparing for a Winter Storm

The winter storm of Feburary 2021 brought freezing

temperatures, ice, and power outages. It was a

challenging week or so before power came back. It's

best to always be prepared. Here's a list to keep your

home and family safe during a winter storm. 



Consider Buying Emergency Heating Equipment1.

This could be a wood, coal-burning, or

kerosene heater. Ensure to carefully follow

the manual and safety protocols. 

2. Stock Up on Firewood if Applicable

Be sure to keep a supply of firewood prior to

winter. Ensure your fireplace is properly

vented and in working order.  



3. Keep an Emergency Kit

Check your emergency kit and make sure it's
stocked with medications and medical
supplies. You can find what you need in an
emergency kit here.

4. Consider Installing a Portable Generator

After the big Texas winter storm, more than

4.5 million homes and businesses lost power.

Many homeowners have chosen to get

generators for such emergencies. 

For more information on how to prepare your home for

a winter storm, please visit this link.

https://texashelp.tamu.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/how-to-prepare-for-winter-

storms.pdf

https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/survival-kit-supplies.html
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